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N the year 1786, the Rev. Mr. Houſman 
| preached a Sermon, at LANnCcAsTER; in which 
the principal doctrines of the Goſpel were enu- 
merated, and the neceſſity of believing them, with 


W ing to the ſcope of his text, which was taken 
from Acts xx. 27. TI have not ſhunned to declare 


unto you all the counſel of God. This diſcourſe 
was printed, in order that they who had heard 


for themſelves. . | 
The publication of this Sermon was ſpeedily 
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WE is ſeverely reproved, as a falſe accuſer of his cle- 
WE rical brethren: And the important doctrines he 


3 | of Methodiſm. 


. and ſilence has been conſtrued, by ſome, as a pre- 
ſumptive proof, that it is unanſwerable. The 
WE truth is, that Mr. Houſman, and many of his 
. friends, thought it too weak and contemptible a 


a true heart, was proved and enforced,” accord- 


confuſed accounts of his preaching, might judge 
E followed by a Letter to the Author; wherein he 


had advanced, are repreſented as the ſingularities 


This Letter has hitherto remained unanſwered; 


berformance to require or deſerve a reply: but it 
"I FT was - 
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of the friends of truth, in that * had roms . 
ted him to undertake it. _ 


the doctrines in queſtion are the doctrines of te 


proved, it will appear, that Mr. Houſman is not 


accuſer of his brethren. 


4k 
was the opinion of ſome others, that the Lettr 
nad a tendency to deceive the unwary, and con. 
firm the ignorant, in their moſt dangerous mi. 
takes. | | 
The author of the following päges concurs i 
the latter opinion; and, if aſked, Why he inter- 
feres in the diſpute? He anſwers, — That, hz 
ving formerly been a Miniſter of the Goſpel i 
Lancaſter, he retains a ſincere deſire to promote 
its beſt intereſts; and, as the writer of the Lett i 
has animadverted therein on a publication of li; 2 
he apprehended it his duty to reply; eſpecially s 
Mr. Houfman had declined the taſk, and as mam 
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The deſign of this publication is to prove, fhat | 
Bible; — that they were ſo eſteemed by our ven. 
rable Reformers ; — and that they are now ſhame- | 


fully and generally deſerted. If theſe points a Ue 


« a ſetter forth of ſtrange doctrine,” nor a fal 
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fie is come. The prediction is fulfilled ; and a re- 
3 cent proof of it has been given at LANCASTER. 

_ Thc Rev. Mr. Houſman, in an excellent Sermon, 
hich he preached and printed in his native town, was 
chabled to bear a faithful teſtimony to the glorious 
ccoctrines of the everlaſting Goſpel. He thought it alſo 


We <octrine, as well 2s an unbounded licentiouſneſs in 
2 | morals, had awfully prevailed. In his Preface to the 
ermon, he intimated, that practices ſo impure, inferred: 
bome eſſential defect in principle; and he aſcribed the 
pecvalence of immorality to the general ignorance of 
5 religion. — In all this, I apprehend, Mr. Houſman con- 
We {ned himſelf to the words of truth and ſoberneſs. 
But a certain perſon, (who has thought proper to 
| conceal his name, ) conſidered this intimation as a very 
4. Eh ſevere 


N23 Timothy, chap, iv. ver. 3, 4. 


. . „ THEIR EARS FROM THE TRUTH.* That 


his duty to declare, that an alarming degeneracy in 
. | © 


5 
ſevere attack on the Clergy of the eſtabliſied Church 
in general; and has publiſhed a Letter, in which he 
ſharply rebukes Mr. Houſman, as a falſe accuſer of 
his brethren. - 

Inſinuations, which convey an idea of cenſure, muſt 
always be unpleaſant to thoſe who are immediately con- 
cerned; for who can help wincing when touched in a 
ſore place? The charge however is by no means new; 
nor is Mr. Houſman ſingular in making it. Anony- 
mous, (for ſo I ſhall beg leave to call the author of the 
Letter,) complains, that it is “ an old methodiſtical 
practice;“ but contends, that © a reflection ſo ſevere, 
ought to be ſupported by better proofs than the bare 
affirmation of a young man.” 

Proofs of this kind would have been improper ina 
Sermon, and in the opinion of many are not at all ne- 
ceſſary; for facts ipeak for themſelves: but as they are 
now called for, I ſhall produce a few; and ſuch as will 
be ſufficient, I doubt not, to ſatisfy the candid reader. 
Probably they may diſſatisfy Anonymous, and incline 
him to wiſh that he had ſtill © handled the harp and the 
organ,” * rather than have taken up his pen in a cauſe 
which admits of no ſolid defence. 

A word or two may be properly premiſed reſpecting 
The good old Way, a ſmall tract originally addreſſed to 


the Inhabitants of LAN CAST ER. T Anonymous allows 
* the 


* Gen. iv. 21. 


+ The defign of this pamphlet appears from its title, — The good old Way; 
or, the Religion of our Forefathers, as expreſſed in the Articles, Liturgy, and 
Homilies, of the Church of England. With ſubſtantial Proofs from the Word 
of God. Briefly diſplaying, in three ſections, 1. Man's ruin, occafioned by fin 
2. His recovery, effected by Chriſt; and 3. His gratitude, expreſſed by obedi - 
ence.” About thirty thouſand of this tract have been diſtributed; and the au; 
thor indulges an humble hope, that they have contributed, in a ſmall 3 


5 
the author of it the honour of preceding Mr. Houſman, 
in © inſtructing the people juſt as he has done, and on 


the ſame ſubjects. But, to render that inſtruction and 


thoſe ſubjects contemptible, the author is invidiouſſy 
held up as © a young man - of no college, — and not 
a member of the eſtabliſhed Church.” 

With reſpect to youth, — it is certainly of no impor- 


tance, where TRUTH is concerned, whether he, who 


publiſhes it, be old or young. Grey hairs become a 
crown of glory, only when found in the way of righ- 


teouſneſs. Antiquity affords no apology for error. If 


Timothy preach the Goſpel, let no man deſpiſe his youth, 
ſaid Paul the aged.* David, the champion of Iſrael was 
a mere ſtripling, compared with the vaunting giant of 
Philiſtia, and therefore deſpicable in his eyes; but the 
God, whom he ſerved, made him more than a con- 
queror, = TT, | 

Mr. Burder was of no college;” — the expreſſion 
is as illiberal as it is far-fetched. It alludes, I pre- 
ſume, to the title- page of Mr. Houſman's Sermon; 
where he is faid to be late of St. John's College, Cam- 


bridge.“ But Mr. Houſman's academical honours 


have not ſcreened him, nor his Sermon, from abuſe; 
ſo that J am but in the ſame predicament with himſelf. 
I think very highly of human learning, and its advan- 
tages 1n the chriſtian miniſtry; but I conceive that a 
man may be poſſeſſed of a moderate and uſeful degree 

. 1 


ol the knowledge of thoſe truths, which, though now diſcarded by many, and 
oaded with contempt, were undoubtedly the glory of the Reformarion ; and were 


not only preached by our venerable Reformers, but ſealed with their blood. — A 


fixth and improved edition, price 1d. or 78. per hundred, may be had of Walmſ- 


5 3 3 Luckman, and Piercy, Coventry; and Buckland, and Matthews, 
Gs : 


* 1 Tim. iv. 12. 


* 


8} 
of it, who has never been at Oxford or Cambridge: If 
not, what muſt be ſaid of many of the Clergy, eſpeci 
ally in the north of England, who cannot boaſt of an 
Univerſity education? Beſides, if the want of fuch a 
privilege, incapacitated Mr. Burder to publiſh a pam- 
paler, conſiſting chiefly, of extracts from the Liturey, 
&c. the lame objection will certainly lie againſt Anony- 
mous, whole education (if Report ſays true) has fitted 
him rather to pleaſe the ear with muſical ſounds than 
to inform the mind by theological truths. 

Mr. Burder was © not a member of the eſtabliſhed 
Church — a ftranger in Lancaſter — and'a teacher of | 
an Independent congregation.” 

AS to the firſt — I ſhall only ſay, that Mr. Burdcr 
taught the doctrines of the eftabliſhed Church in a dil 
ſtenting chapel; and every real friend to religion, will 
heartily wiſh they may be taught every where.“ 

« Mr. Burder was a ſtranger in Lancaſter.” The 
good Samaritan was alſo a ſtrange r to the wounded Jew, 
uhom he ſo kindly relieved ; while the Prieſt and the 
_ Levite paſſed by without concern. 

Mr. Burder being employed in bing his own 
people, could not be qualified to pronounce how the 
people were taught in our Church.” — He did not _ 
nounce poſitively how they were As an but he migit 


form 


* Some years ago, when Mr. Burder appli ed to the magiſtrates, aſtembled at 
the quaiter-ſef,or.:, in the caſtle of Lancaſter, to obtain a licence, as a diſſenting 
Minifter, a book was tendered him, containing thoſe articles of the church, which 
a Difſenter was len obliged to fign. — A certain juſtice of the peace eagerly cried, 
1 hope you are not going to read the articles.“ — The clerk of the peace re- 
plied, ** I ſuppoſe there is no OCCaiion, — I apprehend the gentleman knows 
them already. — © Yes,” added another magiſtrate on the Bench, {dare ſay 
he doe, and is a better friend to them than ſome who wear the gown, and eat the 
bread of the chu: ch. 

I mention this cixcumiarce to ſhow, that neither Mr. Purder nor Me, Houſ- 
man, were üngular, in luppoiing thac the doct. ines of tic church were neglected. 


E913 


form a tolerable judgment from general report; and 
eſpecially from that general and bitter contempt, under 
which himſelf — his people — and the place were he 

| preached, lay. Had the doctrines of the Goſpel been 
uniformly t taught in the church, the people would never 
have oppoſed "them ſo much out of it. Bur the Letter 
publiſhed againſt Mr. Houſman's Sermon, will ſtand in 
ſtead of a thouſand arguments, and irrefragably prove, 
that a Goſpel ſo oppoſed, was a new and ſtrange thing 
in the Church. 

To proceed: — - Mr. 1 | is cha with ma- 
king very ſevere reflections on his brethren, in the 
following paſſage : — 1 

« There <vas a time when theſe eſſentially i important 
truths were ſtrenuouſly preached in every eſtabliſhed 
Church. From the glorious æra of the Reformation 

till a little after the Reſtoration, there were few pulpits 
from which any other were heard. A change, which 
rivers of tears would not be ſufficient to bewail, has 
ſince taken place. A dry ſyſtem of morality, which 
would better become a heathen roſtrum than a. chriſtian _ 
pulpit, has been ſubſtituted in the place of thoſe awful, 
animating truths which are written, as with a ſun-beam, 
in every page of the Goſpel of Jeſus. The conſequence 
has proved fatal. Socinianifin, infidelity, and profi- 
gacy, have ſpread their baneful influence far and 
wide; in ſhort, morality has been preached till there 
is little morality left.“ 

This is called a ſevere charge,“ and the author a 
falle accuſer, It ſhall be my buſineſs to adduce ſuch 

evidence, 


* 
4 Mr. Raa be reckoned ſevere in this intimation, what ſhall we think 
iſhop e who ſays, in the concluſion of his Hiſtory of his Own Times, 
1 


10 
evidence, and that from the moſt reſpectable autho. 
rities, as will, I truft, prove the charge to be 750 ty; 
and convince thoſe, who may read this pamphlet, hoy 
much need there is to take heed what they hear. 

To what purpoſe has Anonymous given us a long 
liſt of clergymen, who have publiſhed their ſermon, 
Some of thoſe writers are truly evangelical, and wrote 
well on particular doctrines ; but will this prove, that 
the doctrines of the goſpel have been generally preached 
as they ought ? Ir will prove nothing to that pur- 
poſe, unleſs it can alſo be proved, that the clergy in 
general have preached other men's ſermons, and thok WI 
he mentions particularly. _ * 

Among the names referred to, (ſome of which ar 
very reſpectable,) I find that of Archbiſhop Secker. 
I ſhall therefore tranſcribe a paſſage or two from him, 
I was provoked (honeſtly I hope) to ſay ſo much 
as I have ſaid upon this topic, upon being aflured 
that many of the favourite pulpit-orators, in the chi 
towns of England, have generally ſo little of Chriſtian) 
in their compoſitions, that it cannot appear from an 
thing that is ſaid, that a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt is the 

ſpeaker; 


« I fay it with great regret, J have obſerved the clergy, in all the places through 
which I have travelled, Papiſts, Lutherans, Calviniſts, and Diffenters ; but of 
them all, our Clergy is much the moſt remiſs in their labours in private, and the 
leat ſevere in their lives. — Quere. Is the matter mended fince the Biſhop 
time ? 

* It is well known, and cannot be denied, that ſome miniſters content them* 
felves with reading other men's ſermons, over and over again, all their lives; 0 
that in ſome places, intelligent and retentive hearers have known what ſermon ' 
expect before they went to church. To indulge this abominable lazineſs, man!” 
ſcript ſermons (often compiled by lawyers” clerks) are frequently advertiſed ; andy 
to complete the diſgrace, Dr. Truſter, ** grand caterer and dry-nurſe of the church, 
has provided ſets of Sermons for the whole year, printed with his own letter, in 
Scrip, reſembling writing, in order to cheat the gallery critics. Can it be v9 
dered at, if the diligent, laborious, and faithful part of the clergy ſhould dar 
in the contempt which ſuch practices procure from the people ! 


a> 


I ſpeaker ; and the greateſt character of a modern po- 
W lice preacher is, that he entertains very well; that is, 
he harangues without any aſſiſtance from his Bible: 
As this vanity threatens the deſtruction of this church, 
|. as it formerly did, not without effect, that of Corinth, 
W 1 thought it not improper to publiſh ſuch a cautionary 
dehortation from this filly and wicked pride and apoſ- 
A tacy, in hopes it may check the growth of this unbe- 
Y coming, pernicious practice.” 


The ſame author, alluding, 1t 1s ſuppoſed, to the 


3 | Methodiſts, ſays, © It is not rendering to them railing 
. for railing; it is not ridiculing them, eſpecially in 
terms bordering on profaneneſs, or affecting more 
W cravely to hold them in contempt ; it is not doing 
W them the honour of miſcalling other perſons of more 
chan ordinary ſeriouſneſs. by their name, that will pre- 
vent the continuance of the . increaſe: of the harm, 
. vhich they are doing.“ The only way is, for the clergy 
o imitate and emulate what is good in them, avoiding 
W what is bad: to attend their cures, edify their pariſhi- 
oners with awakening,t but rational and ſcriptural, diſ- 
W courſes; converſe much with them, as watch-men for 
bbeir ſculs; be ſober, grave, temperate, and ſhew themſelves 
n all things patterns of good works. — — — But then, to 
improve them effectually to their future happineſs, as 


well 


„Was not this a flip of his Grace's pen? Could he ſeriouſly think, that it 


| Z | Was doing harm to revive, maintain, and promote, thoſe evangelical truths, which 
4 he blames the clergy for neglecting? However, we truſt that the Chief Shep- 
. herd and Biſhop of Souls will forgive them this wrong. 


One reaſon that the churches are ſo much deſerted is, that they are become 


I CO holy dormitories, as one calls them. And this gave occaſion to the au- 
MY or of a 
. leep-compelling powers may be experimentally felt in many churches and chapels, 


IJ win a hours of eleven and two of a Sunday. — See ChiNzsE FRAGMENT, © * 
se 40. Sr 


play, called the Orators, to compare certain preachers to rockers, whoſe 
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well as to ſilence falſe accuſers; you mult be aſſiduou 
in teaching the principles, not only of virtue and nz. 
tural religion, but of THE GOSPEL, not as au explained 
awey by modern refiners, but as the truth is in Jiu; 
as it is taught by the church of which you are mem- 
bers; as you have engaged, by your ſubſcriptions and 
declarations, that you will teach it yourſelves. You 
muſt preach to them faith in the ever-bleſfed Trinity; 
and vindicate, when it is requiſite, thoſe parts of our 
creed and offices which relate to that article, from the 
very unjuſt imputations of abſurdity and uncharitable- 
neſs, which have been caſt upon them. Tou muſt { 
forth the original corruption of our nature; our re. 
demption, according to God's eternal purpoſe in Chritt, 
by the ſacrifice of the croſs; our ſanctification by the 
influences of the Divine Spirit ; the inſufficiency of our 
own good works, and the efficacy of faith to falvation.” 

The reader will juſt pauſe to reflect, that the doc- 
trines maintained in Mr. Houſman's Sermon, are thote 
which the Archbiſhop fo ſtrenuouſly recommends. The 
following quotation will ſhew that Mr. Houſman vs | 
not the firſt perſon who has accuſed his brethren d 
neglecting the peculiar doctrines of the Goſpel. 
The truth, I fear is, that Many, IF NOT MOST of 
US, HAVE DWELT TOO LITTLE ON THESE DOCTRINES in 
our ſermons; by no means, in general, from diſbe- 
lieving or lighting them; but partly from knowing, 
that formerly they have been inculcated beyond ther 
proportion, and even to the diſparagement of Chriſ- 
tian obedience ; partly from fancying them ſo generally 
received and remembered, that little' needs to be ſaid, 
but on ſocial obligations; partly again from not having 


ſtudied 
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ſtucte. 
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Joe Miniſters do, are abſolve 


Ar chtifhop. denk, 
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A th eology deeply enough, to treat of them ab ly 
and beneficially : God grant it may never have been 
for want of inwardly re their importance.“ 
But whatever be the cauſe, the effect has been lament- 
ible. Our people have grown leſs and leſs mindful, 
ir creed; then, 


4 
o 


Ert of the diſtingut Ming articles of th 
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their C reator, as well as their Redeemer and Sanc- 
tiber; ſeldom or never ſeriouſly worſhipping him, or 


thinking of the ſtrate of their fouls; in relation to him; 


but lattering themſelves, that what they are pleaſed to 


call a moral and harm lels life, though fe ar from being 


ether, is tEe one thing needtul;” 


« Here then lay your foundation: and 5 before 


rcur people the lamentable condition of fallen man; 
we numerous actual fins by which they have made it 


worſe ; the redemption wrought out for them by Jeſus 
Chriſt; the . and importance of true faith in him; ; 


ticir ibfolate need of the grace ot the Divine Spirit, in 
order to obey his precepts. This will be addreſſing 
as Chriſtian miniſters ought to 
The holy Scriptures will furniſh 
vou with matter for it abundantly. Short and plain 


yourielves to them 
Chriſtlan héęarers. 


| reztonings, founded on their author; ity, will dart con- 
whereas, if your doctrine and 


viction into cvciy mind; 


C | your 


It is by no means unchar' dab! 
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well as to ſilence falſe accuſers; you mult be aſſiduoz 
in teaching the principles, not only of virtue and m. 
tural religion, but of THE GOSPEL, not as alme/t expleine 
awey by modern refiners, but as the truth is in Jiu; 
as it is taught by the church of which you are men- 

bers; as you have engaged, by your ſubſcriptions and 
declarations, that you will teach it yourſelves. You 
muſt preach to them faith in the ever-bleſſed Trinity; 
and vindicate, when 1t is requiſite, thoſe parts of our 
creed and offices which relate to that article, from the 
very unjuſt imputations of abſurdity and uncharitable- 
neſs, which have been caſt upon them. You muſt kt 
forth the original corruption of our nature; our re. 
demption, according to God's eternal purpoſe in Chrilt 
by the ſacrifice of the croſs ; our ſanctification by the 
influences of the Divine Spirit ; the inſufficiency of our 
own good works, and the efficacy of faith to ſalvation.” AH 
The reader will juſt pauſe to reflect, that the doc- Wn 
trines maintained in Mr. Houſman's Sermon, are thole Wl 
which the Archbiſhop ſo ſtrenuouſly recommends. The E | 
following quotation will ſhew that Mr. Houſman s 
not the firſt perſon who has accufed his brethren of 
neglecting the peculiar doctrines of the Goſpcl. 

« The truth, I fear is, that Many, IF NOT MOST of 
us, HAVE DWELT TOO LITTLE ON THESE DOCTRINES in 
our ſermons; by no means, in general, from dibe- 
lieving or lighting them; but partly from knowing 
that formerly they have been inculcated beyond ther 
proportion, and even to the diſparagement of Chril- 
tian obedience ; partly from fancying them fo generally 
received and remembered, that little' needs to be ſaid, 
but on ſocial obligations; partly again from not having 


ſtudied | 
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E 
Lied: theolom oy deeply enough, to treat of them ably 
and beneficially : God grant it may never have been 
for want of inwardly experiencing their importance.“ 
rs hatcver be the cauſe, the effect has been lament- 
1 55 Our people have grovn leſs and leſs mindful, 
ers of the diſtinguiſhing articles of their creed; then, 
25 Wi 1 = vays be the caſe, of that one, which they hold 
Z common with the heithens ; have forgot, in effect, 
3 | their Cre cator, as well as their Redeemer and Sanc- 


pond 


5 | ther ; ſeldom or never {erioufly worſhipping him, or 
3 thinking of the ſtate of their ſouls, in relation to has; ; 
. but 1 Nartering them! Cave es, that what they are pleaſed to 
WW coi! 2 moral and hamlets life, though far from being 


| either, is the one! thing hecchtul.“ — — — 
eie your foundation: and ſet before 
ir people the lamentable condition of fallen man; 
. we nuracrous actual fins by which they have made it 
A | vorſe che redemption wrought out for them by Jeſus 
ir the nature and importance of trüie faith in him; 
ter abſolute need of the grace of the Divine Spirit, in 
order to obey his precepts. This will be addreſſing 
vyourtelves to them as Chriſtian miniſters ought to 
Chriſtian hearcrs. The holy Scriptures will furnith 
you with matter for it abundantly. Short and plain 
rezionings, founded on their duthority, will dart con- 
viction into cveiy mind; whereas, if your dodrine and 


C 7 your 

- 9 BW . ' 
, It is by no means uncharitable to ſuppoſe, N that men, who live in ſin, u 
„me Miniſters do, ace abſfolute Ry angers to that ward experience of which the 


A rehbimop ſpeaks. An 8 i tant beg leave a. 9 Achat no man, who has chat in- 
b ig experience, J 


my Wa) ha, tated that the Lord is zracious, can, or dure, ſe- 
Hearets. Silence, in this cale, argues ignorance and 
or, ſent by Chritt, can in the RES of the Ge 
i is laid on me, and e 15 


crete the Gofy | from 1118 
nnbs 55 for evory Minit 
and {ay e e of 6 855 "if (einen? 10 Pia 


„ arg wi, if Fl. — e 3 


„oi 
1 


"4 


3 
your ſpeech be not that of their Bibles; if you contta- 
dict, or erplain away, or pæſs over in filence, any thing 
taught 3 they who are beſt contented with you, 
vill learn little from you; and others will be offered, 
and quit you when they can. Me have in fact lift mam 

cum pegple to ſectaries, ty NOT PREACHING IN A Max- 
MER SUFFICIENTLY EVANCELICAL : And ſhall neither 
recover them from the extravagancies into which they 
have run, nor keep more from going over to them, but 
BY returning to the RIGHT way; declaring ol the coul 


fel cf Ged and that principally, rot in the werds which 


men's wiſucm teacheth, but which the Hely. Gheſt teach- 


1 
4 . 

In the mcuth of two or three witneſſes every word is 
eſtabliſhed. — I ſhall therefore join with the Arch- 


Þiſhop's advice to the . clergy, a fimilar direction from 
the E hop of Exeter, in his laſt charge, of 8 
ber 1 T2458. 5 
My brethren, - — I beg you will riſe up with me 
againic moral preaching. We have long been attempt- 
ing the reformation of the nation by diſcourſes of this 


kind. — With what ſucceis? Why, none at all. On 
the contrary, we have dexterouſly preached the people 
into * infidelicy. — We, ruſt change our 


voice; we m _ preach. Chriſt, 5 5 crucified-- — 
Nothing | out the Go opel! 1s, nothing will be found to be, 
the Power of God unto falvarion beſides. Let me there- 
fore again and again requeſt, may I not add, let me 
charge yeu to preach Jeſus, and ſalvation through his 
name ; — Breach the Lord, who bought us; — preach 
70 demp tion threugh his blood ; — preach the ſaying of 
the great Iligu-Prieſt, He, who believeth, ſhall be + ſaved; 
— preach | 


| ( 
— preach repentance toward God, and kaich in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt.““ 


Dr. John Edwards, a writer of great reſpectability Y, 
was conſcious of the genera) defe Aion from evangelical 


preaching, in his day, as appears. from the following 


paſſage 1 in his Preacher, v. i. 73. It is verily a fault 
in too many of the public teachers of our times, that 
their ſermons are moral harangues generally; as if they 
were preaching at Old Rome or Athens, and their au- 
ditors were all infidels : We fee the bad effects of this 
on more accounts than one. "The conſtant infiſting on 
nothing but morality hath lately inſpired men's heads 
1th this notion, that dera nels is of little con- 
ſideration and worth; and this hath been one great OC- 
caſion of Deiſm. ; | 
Mr. Knox, a modern and f wourite author, ſhall 
bring up. the rear of witneſſes, and clofe the evidence; 
alter which, J doubt not, moſt of my readers will be 
ready to write, on the indictment in queſtion, « 7 


5 


%%. The following paſſage is tranſeribed from his 
ate 
A general complai int has been made, tnat SERMON 
ere become in theſe days merely MORAL ESZaYS. T bes 
ed a time when a paſſage from Scripture, well intro- 
duced, was eſteemed a flower of. {peech far ſurpaſſing 
every ornament of rhetoric, It is now avoided, as an. 
ugly patch, that chequers with deformiry the gloſſy 
contexture. A profeſſed Chriſtian preacher, addrel- 
we a profeſſed Chriſtian audience, ſhould remember, 
that, however beautiful his diſcourſe, if it is no more 
£4 N than 


Ty 

das directed to theſe very CERES _ important pajſiges, by a very ex-, 
5 | 

SIR in! titled, PAROCRHIAI TA, (written by the 955 2 IVE Je fic, rectoz of 
3,3 Vaere much more to the ſame Purp 1 nay bo feund. 
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16 
than a MoRAL piscouRss, he may Dre: chit, and = 
may kear it, and both continue unconverted heathen; 
I have now, I think, tulhciently proved, that Mr. 
Houſman was not fingular or ie were, when he intimated 
in the Preface to his Sermon, that a dry ſyſtem of mo- 
rality had been ſubſtituted in the place of Goſpel d doc- 
trines. Some of the molt zealous and reipectable of 
the Clergy have long been of the ſame Opunon; and a 
man mult be a perfect ſtrange r to the ſtate of religion 
in this ADS. no does not pen ceive how fait we are 
verging to ablojut- ſcepticiſm and infidelity, 


EA 


AVING vindicated Mr. Houſwan fro: the 
d charge of unjuſt ſeverity againſt his brethren, 1 
proceed to defend the doctrincs advanced in his Ser- 
mon, from the objcc tions contained in the Letter. | 
Mr. Heuſman, in conformity to the exa: ple of St. 
Paul, and agrccably to the direction of BR 
Secker, juſt quoted, lays a proper foundation for the 
reſt of his doctrincs; by ſhewing in the firit place, 1 
guilt and miſery of men, which he deſcribes in the words 
of Scripture, ard clucidates in an affecting mannel; 
he inſiſts on the neccfiity of an heart-felt and experi- 
mental knowledge of our apoſtacy from God, in order 
to our embracing, or even underſtanding the Goſpel. 
Anonyino us admits the doctrine to be e true, but 4. 


L 7 


plains 77 CH! rely GICOVY, LTC labours, in 1e era! pages, 
of 10 


— 


0812 


W prove, chat all this deſilement of nature is totally 
ed aa by baptiſtu; which he does not ſcruple to 
aun regeneration: And is very angry with Mr. Houl- 
5 man for affirming, that bapiitim is vt regeneration. 


[ arq exceedingly grieved to think, that Anonymous 


Z ſhould take fo much pains to,.confirm ignorant minds 
W in 03: of the moſt fatal of all Felicious miſtakes. Satan 
cf never invented a ſcheme, more calculated to 
un mankind aſleep 1 in carnal ſecurity, than to perſuade 
dcn chat the GREAT CHANGE OF HEART, which is ſo 


often inſiſted on in Scripture, as eſſential to ſalvation, 


. b bag already paſſed on them; though contradicted by the 
. avul evidence of their unholy lives. I think it my 
Hy bounden duty to cry aloud againft this miſchievous er- 
anch © ſhew, that ſomething infinitely more im- 
pont than w ater-ba aptiſin 15 neceſſary to conſtitute the 
* EF DCW CT cature. 


t mult be admitted, that the church of England in 


_ Soni ages cited i by Anonymous, lays a great ſtreſs on 
baptiimn; and, on a cory view of them, ſeems to juſ- 
434 fy. the idea I am exploding. But it is neceſſary to ob- 


icrve, that many of the paſſages alluded to are PRAYERS; 
expreſſing the defire of the Congregation, that the child 
baptized, may be born again; — © that he may re | 


ceive remiſſion. of ſins, by SPIRITUAL REGENERATION ; 


wich intimates a diſtinction between the outward fade 
and the inward grace; whereas, our author confounds 
them, and makes them one and the ſame thing. | 

Beſides, the Church requires, before baptiſm be ad- 
miniſtered, * that the infant faithfully promiſe, by his, 


AY ſureties, that he will renounce the Devil, and all his 


works, and conſtantly belicve God's holy word, and 
obediently 


„ 

obediently keep his commandments.* Now, this pro. 
miſe of the ſponſors, is accepted in behalf of the child, 
and is intended to anſwer the purpoſe of that confeffion 
of ſin, and profeſſion of faith, which is required of adult 
perſons. The Church therefore, after baptiſm, declares 
the infant regenerate, on the ſuppoſition of his poſlet- 
ling grace. And this more plainly appears from the 
Catechiſm, wherein the child is aſked, . What is re- 
quired of perſons to be baptized ?? _ 

Anſw. Repentance ; whereby they forſake fin; and 
faith; whereby they ſtedfaſtly believe the promiſes of 
God, &c. WE 

Queſt. Why then are infants baptized ; when, by rea. 
ſon of their tender age, they cannot perform them? 

 Anſw. Becauſe they promiſe them both (viz. faith 
and repentance) by their ſureties: which promiſe, when 
they come to age, themſelves are bound to perform. 

But our Reſormers were ſurely too well inſtructed it 
the things of God, to ſuppoſe that every baptized per- 
ſon was regenerate or born again, in the full and ſcrip- 
tural ſenſe of the word, and become a new creature in 
Chriſt Jeivs ; as thoſe are, in whom old things are poſſes 
away, and all things become new. Let us hear the judg- 
ment of Biſhop Latimer in this matter. Except a mat 
be bern again, FROM ABOYE, he cannot ſee the kingdom 
of God. He muſt have a regeneration * And what 15 
this regencration?  1/ is not to be chriſtened in water, 3s 
theſe fire- brands [i. c. the Papiſts] would have it. How 

is 


* I would not be underſtood to approve of the pragice of requiring men to pro: 
miſe impeſſibillties; for J apprehend it abſolutely impoſſible, and exc2edingly ab- 
ſurd, for any adult perſon to promiſe What a child ſhall 5elizw2 or praiſes Mai, 
ſerious members of the church of England, wiſehy decline ſuch an engagement i 
and many ot::c; Chriſliaas apprehend the practice $0 be entirely unſcriptural. 
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Ws ;. to be expounded then ? St. Peter ſheweth, That 
W 0: place of Scripture declareth another. St. Peter 
Ws ith, zd we be born again. How! Net by mortal 
ut ly immortal. What is this immortal ſeed ? By 
Z | rhe cor of the living Ged.: By the word of God, preached 
ad opened. Thus cometh in dur new-birth.““ 


Baptiſm is a ſacramental ſign of regencration, in rhe 
ſame manner as the Lord's ſupper is a ſacramental ſign 


3 | o che body and blood of Chriſt; baptiſm has therefore 
1 been called by ſome regeneration, by the ſame metoxs 
3 nymical way of ſpeaking, as bread and wine are called 
de body and blood of Chriſt ; but to believe tranſub- 
antiation, is not a greater abſurdity than to believe that 
water cleanſes the ſoul from moral defilement. 


The quotations of Anonymous, from the Fathers, 


| are far from juſtifying his idea of baptiſin ; though, by 
a figure of ſpeech; they ſometimes called the ſign By 
che name of the thing ſignified. Juſtin Martyr ſpeaks 
We of 2dult perſons, who dedicated themſelves to God upon 
their converſion ; — who were perſuaded of Goſpel 
buchs; — who had faſted and prayed for pardon ; — 

len they were baptized; and there regenerated, &c. that 
s, they received the ſign; and, being behevers, the 
| feal of regeneration : they became vg, what they 
| had been really before; namely, new creatures; for, 
before their, baptiſm, Juſtin ſays, they were converted ; 
| Wiich is a term of ſimilar import with regenerated: 
| Pur this kind of expreflion is not properly applicable 
W © infants, of whoſe faith we can have no evidence. In- 
| Jants, indeed, ought to be baptized ; it is highly pro- 


I” 1 1 8 J 
bable, that when the apoſtles baptized whole houſe- 


holds, 


4 Latimitr's Serraons; vol. i. p. 479. 
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holds, children were included; and lea: ne ed men have 
fully ſhewn, that this was the 5 ce of the immed.. 
ate ſucceſſors of the apoſtles. But the deſign of bm. 
tiſm, whether applied to infants or adults, is reg cular an 
to ſet apart, and devote the ſubject (& thereof, to the Gu 
of the Chriſtian religion. It is an ordinance of 77:itietic 
into the diſpenſation of Chriſtianity: It is the forms 
badge, or appointed token, of becoming a diſciple ; ac. 


— . | 


4 


cording to the true meaning of our Lord's injunctior; 
Co, and teach, (or, rather, D N all naticis; lcp: 
tiging then in the nume of the Halber, and of the Sn, g 
the L iy Ghoſt. © A n baptized, is, in an external 
ſenſe, cri/tianized, or ch een cll. — By this ceremony, 
however, he is not admitted into any Particular church 
or religious ſociety; but ſet apart as a viſible ſubd 
of Chriſt's <ngdom at large. And farther, this rite by 
no means - = hag ins to the ſubject, SPIRITUAL and $3- 
ix bleſfings; he is hereby merked out, only as a 


Ai 


CE of the £ nedom ; not, in the higheſt ſenſe, a di 5 
of Ged. his fct iura! idea of the ſubject may X I 
iluftrated by a diſtinction of St. Paul, ch is app E 
cable to Chriſtians as well as Texs, and to baptiſm s 
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„ 
ew might be circumciſed in the fleſh, and yet be deſ- 
titute of that circumciſion of the heart (which was the 
WP ſpirit of that rite) : for God promiſed to his own peo- 
ple, that he would circumciſe their hearts, that they might. 
bor, and love, the Lord their God. Many ſuch pro- 
miſes were recorded in the Old Teſtament ; yet Ni- 
codemus, a very religious character, was juſt ſuch a 
ttranger to their meaning as Anonymous appears to be; 
and was ſtartled when our Lord inſiſted on the indiſ- 
penſable neceſſity of the new birth, laying, How can 
theſe things be? He had no other than a carnal idea 
of this piritual change; and therefore adds, Can a man 
s born again when he is old, can be enter a ſecond time into 
Dis mother's womb, and be born? Chriſt's anſwer to him 
may be applied to Anonymous, — That which is bern-of 
be fleſb is fleſh, and that which is born of the ſpirit is ſpiril. 
Could a man be born a-new, as Nicodemus propoſed, 
be would be feb till : — he would be the ſame cor- 
D 5 rupt 
WE arc not partakers alſo of the inward waſhing of the Spirit,” propoſes the following 
queſtion : © What is the advantage then or benefit of baptiſm ta à common Chriſtian ?*? 
He anfwers, © The ſame as was the benefit of circumciſion to the Jew outward. 
| Rom, it. 28; ili. 1, 2. There is a general grace of baptiſm, which all the bap- 
tized partake, as of a common favour; and that is their admiſſion into the viſible 
body of the church; their matriculation and outward incorporating into the num- 
| ber of the worſhippers of God, by external communion. And fo, as circumciſion 
was not only a ſeal of the righteouſneſs, which is by faith, but as an overplus, 
God appointed it to be like a wall of ſeparation between Jew and Gentile : So is 
baptiſm a badge of an outward member of the Church; a diſtinction from the 
common route of heathen 3 and God thereby ſeals a right upon the party baptized 
to his ordinances, that he may uſe them as his privileges, and wait for an inzward 
bleſſing by them, Yet this 7s but the poRcC, the SHELL, and ouTSIDE ; all that 
ws outwardly received into the viſible church, are not ſpiritually ingrafted into 
the myſtical body of Chriſt. - Baptiſm always is attended upon by that general 
grace, but not always with this ſpecial. 
Ok Archbiſhop, ſpeaking afterwards of the uſe to be made of the true doc- 
ine of baptiſm, ſays, it „ confutes, 1. The Papiſts &c. 2. Many ignorant 


people amongſt us, who, for want of better teaching, harbour in their minds ſuch 


| — conceits, eſpecially, that baptiſm doth confer grace upon all by the work 
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of the Chriſtian religion. It f 5 


5 „„ 
1 1 . * TW, 1 1 > - ; ! 
included; and lea: ned men hay 


an erdinance of Httiatig 
into the diſpenſation of Ch -tianiry It is the form 
badge, or appoi ted token, of becoming a diſciple; 4. 


cording to the true meaning of dur Lord's mn; 
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ISIS Heis in the nume of the Jaber, anæ > of th the Cen, cal 
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| Ca 
e might be circumciſed in the fleſh, and yet be deſ- 
W: tute of that circumciſion of the heart (which was the 
Fpirit of that rite) : for God promiſed to his own peo- 
Dole, that he would circumciſe their hearts, that they might 
bow, and love, the Lord their God. Many ſuch pro- 
miſes were recorded in the Old Teſtament ; yet Ni- 
codemus, a very religious character, was juſt ſuch a 
ranger to their meaning as Anonymous appears to be; 
and was ſtartled when our Lord inſiſted on the indiſ- 
Wpcnſable neceſſity of the new birth, ſaying, How can 
lle things be? He had no other than a carnal idea 
of this ſpiritual change; and therefore adds, Can a man 
be born again when he is old, can he enter a ſecond time into 
bis mother's womb, and be born? Chriſt's anſwer to him 
may be applied to Anonymous, — That which is bern-of 
the fleſh 1s fleſh, and that which is born of the ſpirit is ſpirit. 
Could a man be born a-new, as Nicodemus propoſed, 
he would be Feſb ſtill : — he would be the ſame cor- 
| WH 7 rupt 


are not partakers alſo of the inward waſhing of the Spirit,“ propoſes the following 
queſtion : 16 What is the advantage then or benefit of baptiſm to a common Chriſtian 9“ 
He anſwers, “The ſame as was the benefit of circumciſion to the Jew outward. 
Rom, Il. 28; ill. 1, 22 There is a general grace of baptiſm, which all the bap- 
mn partake, as of a common favour; and that is their admiſſion into the viſible 
ay N * church ; their matriculation and outward incorporating into the num- 
. : e worſhippers of God, by external communion. And ſo, as circumciſion 
"Fug only a ſeal of the righteouſneſs, which is by faith, but as an overplus, 
e it to be like a wall of ſeparation between Jew and Gentile : So is 
3 adge of an outward member of the Church ; a diſtinction from the 
* ee of heathen; and God thereby ſeals a right upon the party baptized 
45 aeg that he may uſe them as his privileges, and watt for an inward 
a eee Yet this is but the PORCH, the SHELL, and OUTSIDE ; all that 
33 g's received into the viſible church, are not ſpiritually ingrafted into 
du ttical body of Chriſt. Baptiſm always is attended upon by that general 


brace, but not always with this ral 
The Archbiſho : oo 


ne of baptiſm, 
people amongſt us, 
PPh conceit 

done. 89 


» ſpeaking afterwards of the uſe to be made of the true doc- 
ſays, it „e confutes, 1. The Papiſts &c. 2. Many ignorant 
who, for want of better teaching, harbour in their minds ſuch 
ſpecially, that baptiſm doth confer grace upon all by the work 


(41 
, rupt and degenerate creature: And were he to hy 
| | waſhed with water a thouſand times, his heart vod. 
remain the fame. But he, who is born from abort, 3 
ſpiritual ; his views, his diſpeſition, and his practice, we 
ſpiritual. But can any mortal, in poſſeſſion of his ſo 
ber ſenſes, imagine, that a change ſo great is effect 
by ſprinkling a few drops of water? Will all the wate 
in the univerſe enlighten the blind ſinner in the know. 
ledge of himſelf and of Chriſt ? Will water ſoften and 
humble his heart ? Will water quicken his conſcience? 
Will water change the bias of his rebellious will? Wil 
water implant new deſires in his heart? Will wat 
turn the impetuous ſtream of his affections? Willi 
cauſe him to love religion — to love Chriſt — to lor 
his Bible? Will it make him hate his darling luls 
and idols? Will it make him love prayer and the ſab- 
bath? — The conſcience of every reader will put! 
ſtrong negative on theſe queſtions; and the generl 
practice of men, called Chriſtians, . will prove, that 
ſomething more than baptiſm is neceſſary to make 3 
man an © altogether Chriſtian.” 
If baptiſm and regeneration be the ſame thing! 
then whatſoever is ſaid of regeneration may be fiid d 
baptiſm. But will this bear the trial? The read 
ſhall judge. The Scripture ſays, 1 John, v. 4. i 
ſcever is BORN oF Go, overcometh the world : ſubſtitute 


the word baptiſm, and it will read thus; — Whatlo- 
| 1 ever . 


ce altering tit 


3 
; 


| Mr. Houſman is ſeverely reprimanded by Anonymous, for ; 
N ſ-nſe of our Lord's words, by leaving out, and js baprized,” from Mark xi. we 
1 anſwer, it is remarkable, that in the latter part of that text, our Lord him f 
leaves them out. The words are, He that belitvetb, and is baptized, foallbeſo 
but be that beljeweth net fhall be damned. He does not ſay, he that is not bf 


* . 2 5 N . . p {9 
t'z"d ſhall be damned; which plainly | intimates, that baptiſm is not necetſar) 
{alvation, as faith is, The penitent thief was ſaved without baptiſm- 


— 


(23 11 : 
er is baptized overcometh the world; but is that true? 
gain, (ver. 18.) Y/hoſoever is born of God fiuneth not; 
What is, freely, deliberately, habitually ;) but is it true, 
at whoſoever is baptized ſinneth not, in that manner? 
ace more, If any man be in Chrift he is a new creature; 
7 things are paſſed away, aud all things are become nec : 
Wow, if baptiſm be regeneration, then it is equally 
ee, that, if any man be baptized, he is a new crea- 
Pre; and old things are paſſed away, &c.“ Would 
d God it were ſo, for then a nation might be born in 
W day; and Dr. Young's well-known addreſs would be 
Wnjuſt: | 8 


N 2 * - 2 R A 8 
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« Ye baptiz'd infidels ! 


Te worſe for mending ! waſh'd to fouler ſtains .. 
The celebrated Limborch, by a very plain and po- 


Wit baptiſm is regeneration. © The great deſign of 
iris coming into the world was to renew and re- 
enerate men: this is a work worthy of his own imme- 
ate hand, And yet we are told, Jeſus baptized not, 
ut his difciples. A plain evidence, that he made a 


Ping to the Corinthians, ſays, I thank God, that I 
ed none of you, but Criſpus and Gaius; but if bap- 
In be regeneration, his meaning muſt be, I thank 
l that I regenerated none of you, but Criſpus and 
pals. But is this cauſe of thankſgiving ? Could he 
ve thanks to God, that he had not regenerated any 
nem? Chriſt, ſays he, ſent me not 10 baptize — but 

DU 2 e can 


See this idea amplified in Davies's Sermons, vol. ii. p. 18, &c. 


ular argument, evinces the abſurdity of ſuppoſing, 


Piunction between baptiſm and regeneration. St. Paul, 


* 


( 24 ) 
can we think, Chriſt did not ſend the chief of the apa. 
tles to promote the great work. of regeneration? He 
elſewhere calls himſelf their ſpiritual father; for, ſys 
he, I have begotten you through the geſpel. But if bap- 
tiim be the new birth, he could not have been their 
father, or begotten them, unleſs he had baptized them, 
From which it is evident, that St. Paul made a grex 
difference between baptiſm and regeneration.” 

I ſhall only farther obſerve, that few, if any, di 
cerning perſons will affirm, that except a man be bap- 
tized, he cannot be ſaved; but every perſon, who be- 
lieves the Scriptures, muſt admit the truth of our d. 
viour's ſolemn words — Perily, verily, I ſay unto tht 
except a man be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom ij 
God. John 1. 3. = 

I conclude with the forcible words of the amiabk 
Dr. Doddridge on this very point, © Though pero 
are taught to ſpeak of their ſtate, in conſequence d 
baptiſm, in very high, and I fear, dangerous terms; Jt 
when wiſe and good men come to explain thoſe term 
it evidently appears, that many, of whom they at 
uſed, are ſo in a ftate of ſalvation, as to be daily ob- 
noxious to damnation ; To the children of God, as allo i 
be the children of the devil; and ſo inheritors of the Kg 
dom of heaven, as to be children of wrath, and on (1 
brink of Hell.“ | = 

Having defended the important doctrine of ſpiritual 
regeneration, let us proceed to conſider that of free 


juſtification, through faith, in the righteouſne ; 
* | f c III 


* Doddridge's Sermons on Regeneration, p. 3 


a . : h 
+ I hope it will always be underſtood, that the advocates for juſtification 


. . . . . . merito- 
faith, do not mean, that faith juſtiſies us as a work of eur owv7, or 353 1 


o 
— 


E G28 ” 
2 Chriſt, Luther is well known to have called this, Ar- 
y Liculus ſtantis aut cadentis eccleſiæ, — the article on which 
ne church muſt ſtand or fall. Whoever is in the leaſt 
E | degree acquainted with the hiſtory of the Reformation 
Wfrom popery, muſt know that the Proteſtants diſtin- 
Wouiſhed themſelves particularly in their zeal for this 
Wcocrine, which they juſtly conſidered as of prime im- 
Wportance. | | : 

Mr. Houſman, following the example of St. Paul, 
Efrſt inſiſts on the extent and ſpirituality of the law; — 


5 
ve. iplays its purity and ſanction — and explains its awful 
. (enunciation againſt every tranſgreſſor; — Curſed is 

ever) one that continueth not in all things, written in the 


$/0% of the ldto, to do them. Gal. 11. 10. 
Anonymous is offended with this truly ſcriptural re- 


abe WW preſentation of the law, and objects againſt it: Firſt, 
{On E that it may cauſe weak minds to deſpair of ever do- 
e WW" their duty to God or man.” This is ſo far from 


yeh ring a ſolid objection againſt this view of the law, that 
ms fd is one grand deſign of preaching it; for, ſaith the 
m cripture, By the Jaw is the knowledge of fin — and what 
ob- tongs ſeever the Iaw ſaith, — it ſaith, that every mouth 
0 10 na) be. opped, and all the world become guilty before God. 
bing Rom, iii. 19, 20. Biſhop Latimer, ſpeaking on Pſalm 
bs WW" 5, fays, « This the holy prophet ſhewed, to put us 
m remembrance of our own wretchedneſs ; to teach us 
my W deſpair of our own holineſs and righteouſneſs, and 
"free do {eek our help and comfort by that Meſſias, whom 
5 0d 60 had promiſed to our forefathers.* 
hi. wm. b Let 
10 | ike devoid be, after all, a juſtification by work, Faith renounces * 
3 r orks, moral or religious; and is merely the empty hand of the 
* Pirit, ſtretched out to receive the ſalvation of the Goſpel. 


* Latimer's Sermons, vol. i. p. 746. 
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Let us recolle& in what manner the moral law wa 


uttered from Mount Sinai — it was promulged with 
an awful voice, accompanied with moſt terrible thun- 


Aer, lightning, and earthquake, ſo that Moſes himſelf 


trembled exceedingly. © To what purpoſe (ſays the 
excellent Wiſſius) was all this apparatus? It was, 1. To 
proclaim the tremendous majeſty of the Law-giver. 2 
To diſplay the nature of the law ; which, by demand- 
ing perfect obedience, and by the addition of dreadful 
threatnings, wonderfully ſtrikes ſinners to the heart; 
and, without any mixture of goſpel-grace, leads to de- 
ſpair ; and is to them the miniſtry of death and condin- 
nation.” 2 Cor. iii 7, 9. Thus Paul found it in his 


own experience, I was alive (ſays he, Rom. vii. 9, 10.) 


without the law once, ſecure and ſatisfied with myſelf, 
not doubting of my ſtate towards God ; being then an 
utter ſtranger to the true knowledge of the law, though | 


well acquainted with the letter of it. But when the com- 


mandment came; that is, when I underſtood its ſpiritu- 
ality and extent, as reaching to the thoughts, views, 
and principles of my heart — when it came by the 

power of the Holy Spirit to my conſcience, ſin revive, 
I ſaw many things to be ſin, which I never thought to 


be fo before; I found it had more power in me than! 
imagined; it revived in my memory, and preſented 


forgotten tranſgreſſions; and I died; all my ſelf confi- 


dence vaniſhed ; my legal hopes were ſlain ; and | fell 


under the ſentence of the broken law, as a condemned 


criminal, deſerving to die eternally. And the command. 


ment (the holy and eternal law) which was ordained : 
life ; which was originally deſigned to be a covenant © 


life with the firſt man, who had power to keep I, ” 
| | wou 


+ ( 
would have lived by it, if he had; 7 found to be unto 


contrary, it bound me over to death and hell, May 
| every reader's experience accord with that of the apoſ- 
tle; then will the law be his ſchool-maſter, to lead him to 
Chriſt, that he may be juſtified by faith.“ Gal. iii. 24. 

| Anonymous objects to Mr. Houſman's view of the 
law, as inferring that no one but the holy Jeſus ever 
lived up to the perfection of the Jaw. This is an in- 
ference that will be readily admitted by all who know 
the law ; the Scripture aſſerts, that there is not a juſt 
nan upon earth, who doeth good, and finneth not. Yet 
Anonymous introduces two or three perſons, whom he 


iS | ; 3 
apprehends were free from ſin. King Joſiah is greatly 
„ omended for his zeal, and is ſaid, 2 Kings xxiii. 25, 
1 to have turned to the Lord with all his heart, and with 
n all bis foul, and with all his ſtrength, according to all the 
5 g - * 
A law of Moſes ; — true; he turned to the Lord with vigo- 
u- . rous 
155 | * It was the opinion of Luther, that he, who could rightly diſtinguiſh between 
the Law and the Goſpel, was a good divine. For want of this neceſlary diftinc- 
he fon, what confuſion of ideas is commonly found in the minds of the people. But 
| ed, lis diſtin tion was carefully obſerved, and diligently taught, by all our Refor- 
mers. I beg leave to preſent the reader with an early and excellent inſtance of 
to | 65 gn from a Short Sketch of Evangelical Divinity | which I ſhould be glad 
5 [ 1 5 re. printed] originally written by a Scotch martyr, Mr. Patrick Hamelton, 
| a luffered in the year 1527,) and preſerved in Mr. Fox's Martyrology. 
ted 1 The Law faith, Pay thy debt [viz. the debt of perfect obedience to God]. 
6 e Goſpel faith, Chrift hath paid it. 
. Ip 20 Law faith, Thou art a finner ; deſpair, and thou ſhalt be damned. The 
fell | * 1 _ are forgiven thee, be of good comfort; for thou ſhalt be ſaved, 
a aw it 2 1 2 2 
4 Fl ble © for hex aith, Make amends for thy fins. The Goſpel ſaith, Chrift bath 
* The Law faith, The F 1 :þ t | i 
5 Dag th hb . | ſi 
** „ 0 ba er > 8 3 of of is angry with thee The Goſpel ſaith, 
to Fm 15 N faith, Where is thy righteouſneſs, goodneſs, and ſatisfation ® The 
it of | « 75 Chrift is thy righteouſneſs, goodneſs, and ſatisfuction. 
1 ys ” laith, Thon art bound [over] to me, to the devil, and to hell, The 
an ich, Chrift bath delivered thee from them all.“ | 


AJiath; I found it fo far from juſtifying me, that, on the 
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His general behaviour was moral; therefore ober coul 


* f 
A SW... * K 
| 1 7 


have juſt ſhewn how differently he thought when l 
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( 38 3 
rous deſires and endeavours to obſerve the whole lay, 
as every real Chriſtian does; but it is not ſaid, tha 
Joſiah xy the whole law; and accordingly we real, 
that his death was occaſioned by a raſh and unyar: 
rantable action, in going out to fight with Necho, king 
of Egypt, in which inſtance, he hearkened not unto th 
words of Necho, from the mouth of God, 2 Chron. xx 
20-24. | 

I am much more ſurprized, that David ſhould be 
mentioned as a perfect man, whoſe flagrant ſins, in fe 
veral inſtances, are ſo humbly acknowledged by hin- 
ſelf in Pf. li. and many other places. Expreſſions, d 
a commendatory kind, when applied to ſinful mortals 
muſt be underſtood in a limited ſenſe, as thoſe alſo re 
ſpecting Zacharias, Elizabeth, and Paul: With regar 
to the latter, his own writings, after his converſion, d. 
rect us how to underſtand his having been blameleſs, 0 
touching the righteouſneſs of the law, Phil. iii. 6. Heb 
there ſpeaking of his vain confidence, ariſing from out 
ward privileges, which he calls ting in the fleſh, V.+ 


not blame him; and his own mind and conſcience wet 


blind, and therefore he did not blame himſelf; but | 


eyes were opened. — | 

It is ſtill objected to this view of the law, that it d 
pears © more ſevere than the law of Moſes, which al 
lowed ſacrifices of expiation and pardon of ſin; er: 
as Anonymous ſays, © to allow pardon for ſins, and 7 
exact a perfect obedience, are things inconſiſtent. 

The law we ſpeak of is one and the ſame for cel 


. 0 F | 45 n 
like its glorious Author: And it is fo far from being 
6  contradicuoh 


4 ( 29 ) 
ontradiction, to require unſinning obedience, and al- 
[- bow of pardon ; that, as we have already ſhewn, the 
W:poſſibility of rendering the perfect obedience re- 
W wired, makes it neceſſary for the ſinner to have re- 
b bourſe to Chriſt, whoſe one ſacrifice of atonement was 
ih prefigured by the ſlaughtered lamb. 

W But I muſt attend to 4 very dangerous inſinuation 
Whrown out by Anonymous, ſubverſive of the whole 
opel of Chriſt, namely, that St. Paul, who takes 
ch pains to eſtabliſh the true doctrine of juſtification, 
as only contending with Jewiſh zealots, © who de- 
Wicd the neceſſity of faith, or of embracing the Chriſ- 
Win religion: and others, who held it neceſſary to be 
Wircumciſed, and to keep the law of Moſes along with 
Thriſtianity.“ | | 

| | ſhall expoſe © this vain ſubterfuge of interpreting 
ie law, ſpoken of by Paul, to mean the ceremonial 
py,” in the concluſive words of Mr. Venn.“ © The 
Wpolile, to prevent this pernicious error, takes parti- 
ular care to aſſert ſuch things of the moral law as are 
Þ 10 ſenſe, nor ever were, true of the ceremonial. Thus 
p< law, of which St. Paul ſpeaks, is one by which 
[ery mouth ſhall be lapped, and all the world become guilty 
ie God. Whereas the ceremonial never was, nor 
er will be urged, to condemn us Gentiles, or to ſnew 
ur guilt in any degree. Again, it is a law eſtabliſhed 
faith, whilſt faith abſolutely aboliſhed the Je 
w. It is a law, to which the believing Romans were 
ax many of them never ſubmitted to the 
al one, It is a law, according to which the 
1 . man, 


* 8 . 8 | , : 
* re work, intitled, The Complete Duty of Man; a book 
es the higheſt commendation, as it fully anſwers its title, and ſups 


es the 3 | 
| We deficiencies of ſome other popular works of 4 ſimilar name. Page 92+ 


„„ 

man, that doth thoſe things, ſhall live by them. 4 
law, which, if tbe uncircumciſion keep the rightemyu 

thereof, his uncircumciſi ion fhall be counted for circumcifun. 

It is a law which 1s /p7ritual, whereas the! ceremonial 

conſiſted of- carnal ordinances. There is not then, 
you ſee, one of theſe properties which can, with truth, 

be applied to the ceremonial law; therefore they mut 

denote the nature and the end of the law of the Ten 
_ Commandments.” 

5 To leſſen our regard to truths ſo humbling to huma 

| pride, Anonymous does not ſcruple to infinuate, that 
Peter, James, and John, wrote their Epiſtles after St 
Paul had written his to the Romans and Galatians, in 
order to guard the Chriſtians againſt ſome of his pecu- 

1 lar ſentiments, 

1 I know, that St. Paul was no favourite of the old 

1 Phariſees ; nor is he of their ſucceſſors, the modem 

N Arminians. A certain dignitary of the church, T have 

been told, was once travelling with a lady, and in! 

den between them, concerning the doctrines d N 

grace, being hard preſſed by the force of texts, quotel 

from St. Paul, replied, with ſharpneſs, — Madam, 

tell you, it had been better for the church of Goch i 

St. Paul had never written a line of his Epiſtles. 

A conceſſion of a ſimilar kind was once made to th 
by a clergyman of the ſame caſt ; who concluded Us 
| diſpute, by ſaying, — Well, Sir, I believe St.] a 
| was a Calviniſt ;* but do you think that obliges me i 


| 
4 be one? | ö 
In 


and 


17 ” 1 is very fond of repreſenting Mr. Houſman as A Cie 
= the true doctrine of juſtification as a rigid notion of Calviniſm. oy emies c 


3 very convenient when ſolid arguments are wanting; and * truth 
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. | 
am grieved, when any perſons, profeſſing Chriſ- 
tianity, endeavour to invalidate the authority of that 
great apoſtle ; ſurely, they muſt forget that he received 
| his knowledge of the Goſpel by immediate revelation 
| from Chriſt. Hear his own account of it. I certify 
| you, brethren, That the Goſpel, which was preached of me 
is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither 
vas I taught it, but by the revelation of Feſus Chrift.* 
| Gal: i. 11, 12. 1 a 
| E 2 = = 


truth have never been ſparing in the uſe of them. Snch, in later ages, have been 


W the reproachful epithets of Lollards, Hugenots, Goſpellers, Puritans, and Me- 


thodiſts. Few names now ſound more contemptibly in a carnal ear than Calviniſts. 
| But was the doctrine of free juſtification, through faith in the righteouſneſs of 
| Chriſt, the invention of Calvin? Let the Book of Martyrs determine. Was not 
Luther peculiarly zealous for this doctrine, as the very bulwark of the Reforma- 

tion? Let his famous Comment on the Galatians ſpeak for him. 
| beg leave to ſubjoin his memorable Proteſtation on this article. © I, Martin 
Luther, an unworthy preacher of the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thus pro- 
feſs, and thus believe; that this article, THAT FAITH ALONE, WITHOUT 
WORKS, CAN JUSTIFY BEFORE GoD, ſhall never be overthrown, neither by . 
the Emperor, nor-by the Turk, nor by the Tartar, nor by the Perſian, nor by 
the Pope, with all his cardinals, biſhops, ſacrificers, monks, nuns, kings, princes, 
Powers of the world; nor yet by all the devils in hell. This article ſhall ſtand faſt, 
Whether they will or no. This is the true goſpel. Feſus Chriſt redeemed us from 
Our fins, and he only. This moſt firm and certain truth is the voice of Scrip- 
| ture, though the world and all the devils rage and roar. If Chrift alone take 
away our fins, we cannot do this with our works ; and as it is impoſſible to em- 
brace Chriſt but by faith, it is therefore equally impoſſible to apprehend him by 
| works. If then faith alone muſt apprehend Chriſt, before works can falloto, the 
3 18 irrefragable; that faith alone apprehends him, before and without 
3 of works: And this is our juſtification and deliverance from fin- 
5 ) wing not till then, good works follow faith, as its neceflary and inſeparable 
fac is Is the doctrine I teach; and this the Holy Spirit and church of the 

0 ul have delivered. In this will J abide. Amen.“ 

he adverſaries of truth wiſh vo repreſent the doctrines of grace as a human 


ee + e e ſome peculiar teacher. Hence the appellation, Ca/- 

| . Py ch, It ſeems, we arc indebted to the Church of Rome. - CaL- 

© Dorman A name, given by £ apifts, to the Retormed, of France, Swiilerland, 
7, and the Low-Countries. —. Great Hiſt. Dict. 


* 

the Keie f amg began to undermine the diſtinguiſhing peculiarities of 
| reaſming"” of the 4 3 1 8 Epiſtles, and particularly to the ** inconc.ufive 
Vorſe, he h 80 e Paul; but as wicked men and ſeducers wax worſe and 
EF” | % lince had the effrontery to ſpeak of the incarants God, as a faullible 
aud 


(32 ) 


If the Scriptures are of God, they muſt be conf. 
tent with themſelves ; it therefore ill becomes thoſe, 
who reverence the Bible, to inſinuate a diſagreement 
among the ſacred writers, eſpecially in theſe days of 

growing infidelity, 

Ihe doctrine of ſalvation, through faith, is the lead. 
ing truth of the Old and New Teſtaments, as has been 
abundantly ſhewn by writers on that ſubject ; fer th 
righteouſneſs of Ged, without the law, is manifeſted, being 

witneſſed by the law and the prophets. Rom. iii. 21. 

The account of faith, given us by Anonymous, ins 
quotation from Archbiſhop Sharp, is ſo vague and con- 
4 tradictory, that I cannor paſs by it without a remark. 
Me are told it is — © to become the diſciples of 
Chriſt, — to yield aſſent to all he taught, and to give 
ourſelves up to be obedient to all that he commanded.” 
| Yet afterwards ſomething more is made a part of it — 
j to depend on the merits of his ſacrifice for the remiſſion 
i of our ſins : — Now, if the firſt definition be right, the 
4 latter muſt be wrong; in ſhort, the whole of it is con- 
; fuſed, and confounds, as many writers do, faith and is 
fruits. The true account of faith may be compre- 
hended in a few words. — It is ſuch a belief of the 
Goſpel, as leads the ſoul to a reliance on Jeſus Chril 
alone for ſalvation : but “ becoming his diſciples — 
giving vp ourſelves to be obedient — and conſenting 9 


be governed by his laws,” are not parts of faith at al, 
| | though 
and their ſucceflo!s 
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and eccalis man. — It was the practice of the old Pe/agians, 
in after ages, to ſpeak contemptuouſly of St. Paul. Hradabardix, 
ted, The profeund Doctor, archbiſhop of Canterbury, about the year 1550s _ 
plains of it in the following words. © What multitudes, O Lord, at 55 f. 
Join hands with Pelagius, in contending for Free-will, and in fighting again 7 
Free Grace; and againſt that great ſpiritual champion for Grace, the ap 
PH! — Prev. De Cauſ. Dei, in Pref | 
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| though ſuch a diſpoſition ever accompanies true living 


ſe, faith.“ | . 
t According to this view of the matter, very many, 
of who bear the Chriſtian name, are proved to be unbe- 


levers; for they neither underſtand nor believe the doc- 
trines of the goſpel ; nor do they rely on Chriſt alone; 
but, at beſt, partly on Chriſt and partly on themſelves ; 


| by their want of love and holy obedience, How ne- 
ceſſary is it then for a faithful preacher, to apply, as 
Mr. Houſman did, the various doctrines he delivers, 
| both to believers and unbelievers. 35 


a mixed covenant. He ſeems willing that Chriſt ſhould 
do part, and Chriſtians the reſt; and affects to laugh 
at a perſon who uſed to tell him, “ ſhe would have 
no half Saviour.” I heartily wiſh, Anonymous knew 
5 much of religion as the poor woman he derides ; He 


the would 

On- x Our Reformers ſpeak thus of faith, in the third part of the Homily on Sal. 

it "Ax “The right and true Chriſtian faith is; not only to believe that all holy 

tpture, and all the *foreſaid articles of our faith, are true, but alſo to have a 

pre- * ruſt and confidence in God's merciful promiſes, to be ſaved from everlaſting 
the damnation, by Chriſt.“ | | | 


Ky In the very dawn of Engliſh reformation, Dr. Barnes, in his Supplication to 
ng Henry the Eighth, thus expreſſed himſelf. & Now we have tryed your ſpi- 
By at they be not of God, for you denye Chriſt, That is, you denye the 
eth nature and propertie of Chriſt. You graunt the name, but you denye the 


18 10 "anc > graunt, that hee deſcended from heaven, but you denye the profite 
- all 1 Fac he deſcended for our health : This denye you, and yet it is your 

oh that hee ; OY that he was borne, but you deny the purpoſe. You graunt, 
dug the us ls 5 en from death, but you denye the profite thereof; for hee roſe to juſ- 
-cefſor th, "HER CN that hee is à Saviour, but you denye, that hee is alonely 
ly cil redeem ug 15 pray you wherefore was he borne ? To juſtifie us in part? — to 


part? — to do ſatisfaction for part of our ſinnes? — Say what you 


com 1 | 
15 Us Chrig EO and fulle, and alonely, to one Chriſt, then denye you 
off thy In th ; 1 3 8 

"poſt Tun: fame manner our Reformers ſpeak in the Homily of Salvation, part 


5 Waich I concur, with Anonymous, in recommending to every reader, 
— | as 


* 


While multitudes more, evidence their want of faith, 


Anonymous pleads, in the latter part of his Letter, for 


tm 
would then be at no loſs to know, what that © pariiy. 
tar ingredient,” or *“ one thing,” is, the want of which 
ſpoils ſo many ſermons ; and, with- reſpect to which, 
« the Methodiſts inſinuate, that other divines are not 
in the ſecret.” For the ſecret of the Lord is with them 
that fear bim; and he will ſhew them mrs covenant, Pſalm 
Xv. 14. He would then ceaſe to wonder, how it can 
be, © that a man ſhould be amiable in his diſpoſition, 
and moral in his conduct; and yet, be as deſtitute of 
the experimental knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, as the 

| Pagans.” Such were the ancient, and ſuch are, the 
modern Phariſees ; who, while they go about 10 efabliþ 
their own righteouſneſs, not ſubmitting to the righteouſneſs 
Cod,“ do virtually fruſtrate the grace of God, and fay, 
that Chriſt died in vain.F He would no longer blame 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, for inviting Manaſſehs 
and Magdalens to come to Chriſt, while they ſpeak {e- 
verely to Phariſees; becauſe their Lord and Maſter ha 
faid to the latter, Verily, I ſay unto you, that the pl. 
licans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before pu. 
The idea of a mixed covenant,|| though not to be 
found in the Bible, is become very general in the pre- 
ſent day. Perhaps this erroneous principle has veel 
chiefly propagated by the New Whole Duty of Man 
The author of that book takes great pains to degrade 
the cla Whole Duty of Man, as very deficient ye 7 

wh , 
i utk of what he moſt falſely and abſurdly calls, the fingult 

Fe nl — . 3 by his works 


neither in part nor in the whole; for that were the greateſt arrogance and fle- 
$umption that Antichriſt could ſet up againſt God. | 


Rom. x. ii. + Gal. ii. 21. 1 Matt. xxi- 25 
- . 8 Wh 
{| Biſhop Latimer uſed to call this popiſk doctri ne unge- mange 3 for t ming 
Ne. and g0tpe!, and 16 margits both» 


PICs ©.% T r 5 — — 
* * A " yy. "XY ' * 4 — „ — 
eee WE ee wag ob * * 7 
Py e . 8 g . | a — 5 


# po mon q 2 ws ts 
* J - a 7 7 n 2 
e 
+ he” ih OW „ 3 5 7 — 


* « 3 
a „ + 4. Dont For 
a *. 1 


a _ 
* . * * 
* 1 * 
r — 


* 
282 


* whe — 22 . ai _— 
2 
© 


pe 
33 


* = 


ä 
ſpect to the faith of a Chriſtian 5 and promiſes to ſup > 


4 ply that defect. He has indeed treated of ſeveral hiſ. 
1 torical truths reſpecting our Saviour; but has fadly 
cb failed in deſcribing the method of a ſinner's acceptance 
* with God, The paſſage I particularly refer to is this, 


« God did enter into a new covenant with man, by 
way of remedy for what was paſt, and could not be un- 
done: Which, as may be fully collected from the 
goſpel, was to this purpoſe: That, on condition of 


7 man's ſtedfaſt faith, ſincere repentance, and pRR RCT 
* obedience, he ſhould be reſtored, through Chriſt, to 
* God's favour.” Fo 
| , Soon after, the author brings down this condition 
: 2 little lower; and explains, or rather contradifts, what 
1 he had aſſerted, by ſaying, © Nor, that the condition 
ame | : | i . 
of the goſpel-covenant is a PERFECT unſinning obedi- 
ſſchs | 
** ence, but a ſincere endeavour to obey all the commands 
«> God, to the utmoſt of our power. Which com- 
r has A = = / 
at mands, in their general and moſt proper ſenſe, are ſo 
ot ar from being impoſſible to be obſerved ; that, on the 
1 contrary, a man cannot eafily tranſgreſs them, without 
0 be ; . F . , 5 
. a hardened conſcience and deliberate choice.? 
8 It is rather an invidious taſk, and to ſome may ap- 
Van, Lr an arrogant attempt, to oppoſe a book ſo gene- 
1 ally received; but it is a matter of conſcience with 
ur- e, and 1 dare not omit the preſent opportunity of 


ſewing, that the above paſſage is anti- ſcriptural, and 


Pregnant with errors of the firſt magnitude, and moſt 
milchievous tendency: For, ET . 
ay I ſalvation is not a conditional matter, de- 
ag g on his performances, but abſolutely promiſed, 
le tree gift of God. See Heb, viii. 10. This 5s the 
| rovenank 


* In 
t mog 


. 
covenant that Twill make, Ic. Iwill put my laws int they 
mind, and write them in their hearts: And I will teh 
them a Ged, and they ſball be to me a people, c. 

2. Faith and repentance being the gifts of God, can 
never be properly called conditions. 

3. If perfect obedience be a condition of ſalvation, 
thenno individual can ever be ſaved. 

4. If man could be ſaved by his faith, repentance, 
and obedience, then it is an empty compliment, to add, 
& through Jeſus Chriſt ;” for then there would be no 
occaſion for his aſſiſtance. 

5. To ſay, (as the author does, p. 1 1,) that Chi 
purchaſed this grace for us, that real repentance, and 

Sincere obedience, ſhall be accepted, inſtead of innocence; 
is to contradict Chriſt's own words, — J am not come it 
deſtroy the law, : | EE. 5 

6. To ſay, (as p. 11,) that © Nothing but a g00d 
life will entitle us to the favour of God,” — is to al. 
cribe ſalvation intirely to man, and not at all to Chrit; 
and, conſequently, is to fruſtrate the grace of G0, 
and make the death of Chriſt a vain and needleſs thing 

7. To hinge the ſalvation of man on fincere obeatent 
is to render it the moſt uncertain thing in the world 

Sincere obedience, conſidered as the fruit and evidence 
of faith, is certainly neceſſary to be inſiſted on. But 

ſincere obedience, as the condition of ſalvation, 15, ® 
uſe a vulgar phraſe, a noſe of wax; which may 

- twiſted into any form, and adapted to every face. 

I ſhall beg leave to expreſs my ideas of this ſubet 


more fully, in the words of Mr. Berridge.“ 
| Me 5 7, “ Sincerv 
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1. © Sincere obedience is no where mentioned in 
| the Goſpel, as a condition of ſalvation. Burt if it were 
condition, ſure it would have been expreſs/y men- 
roned ; becauſe of its high importance. Yet the Bible 
WS: not only filent in this matter, but aſſerts the con- 
trary. St. Paul declares roundly, We are ſaved by 
Wroce, through faith ; not of works, left any man ſhould 
aft, Epheſ. 1i. 8, 9. The reaſon added, /e/ any 
Wn. ſhould boaſt, plainly ſhuts out all works of ſincere 
bbedience, as a condition. For though theſe works are 
ften ſmall enough, yet if the condition is fulfilled by 
hem, ſuch is human vanity, they would afford a 
ground for boaſting. Therefore, to dig the whole 
tankered root of merit up, and give all the glory of 
Wo/vation unto God and the Lamb, the apoſtle ſays abſo- 
utely, It is of grace, not of works. Works have no 
Mare in the covenant of grace, as a condition of life; 
they are only the fruit of ſalvation, freely beſtowed; 
nd the genuine evidence of a true faith, which works by 
Nove. | | 
| 2. © If, becauſe obedience is inculcated in the co- 
yenant of grace, it is thought to be required as a con- 
tion of ſalvation ; and though not mentioned expreſs- 
is certainly intended: Then I aſk, what is the con- 
ton! Tt is highly needful for me to know it, and 
o know it perfectly; becauſe my life depends upon 
. ſuppoſe, fincere obedience muſt mean ſomething 
bt of perfect. Pray, Sir, how much ſhort 2 Half an 
ich or half a mile? Where muſt I draw my line, and 
« my ſtaff! The Bible has not told me, and you 
"not tell me, nor all the ſcribes in Chriſtendom. So, 
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a condition, which muſt be performed, and ] knoy 


go, and where I might ſtop. 


preſſion by another full as looſe. I call the expreſſion 


tendency. And here we may behold the ſubtilty d 


doing what they will; and if they are tried by the rule 


not reſt on a perfect obedience, unceaſingly perfor 


=— - = 
I am brought to a fine pais ! Here my life depends Gn F 
nothing of it, nor can know; and yet I am ruined if! 
take a ſtep too ſhort. Oh! Sir, if ſincere obedience 
had been a condition of ſalvation, God would certainh 
have ſhewn me how much ſhort it comes of perfect; 
and have marked out the line exactly, whither I nut 


3. Farther, you deſcribe ſincere obedience, by 
doing what you can; and thus explain one looſe en. 


cg, not merely for its looſe meaning, but for its look 


Satan, ho blinds our eyes with ſuch expreſſions à 
bear a acces? countenance, and ſcem to have a mean 
ing; yet leave us wholly in the dark, or leave us 
full liberty to put any ſoft conſtruction on them. Ye 
I men were honeſt, they might ſee, that doing what 
they can, means nothing more, in plain Engliſh, that 


oi Going what they can, they muſt all be condemned; 
becauſe they daily do ſuch things as they need not, and 
ought not; and leave undone other things which thef 
might do, and ought to do, 7 

4. © Sincere obedience, as a condition, Can on 
terminate in perſect obedience. No middle point Cal 
be aſſigned, where you may ſtop. NO Kind of duty Cal 
be excluded, nor ev degree of each kind. Thus 0 
ae unavoidably thruſt upon a perfect law of wolle 


: ; 2 
and become & debtcr ts ds the whole law. And if you 1 
mt 
from 


6390 
from the firſt day to the laſt, there is no other reſting 
for you, but on Jeſus Chriſt alone. He muſt be your 
all; and he will be your all, or nothing.” | 

do not think it neceſſary to attend to all the ill- 
natured reflections thrown out by Anonymous, in the 
latter part of his Letter. The important truths, con- 
tained in Mr. Houſman's Sermon, ſtand uninjured by 
any thing that has been advanced againſt them. The 
original corruption of our hearts, once felt and expe- 
rienced, will put an end to all boaſtings of ſelf, in any 
form. A conviction of ſin, wrought by the Holy 
Spirit, will prevent our placing a fatal dependance on 
any external rite. A view of our actions and our 
Whearts, in the glaſs of God's moſt holy law, will fill us 
wich holy ſhame. — cauſe us to renounce all our righ- 
teouſneſſes as filthy rags ; and make us rejoice to ac- 
cept, and rely on, the all-ſufficient righteouſneſs of the 
dear Redeemer. — While love to the friend of ſinners, 
or this great deliverance, will fweetly and powerfully 
conſtrain us to lead a life of holineſs and piety. 

So important are theſe things, that the Miniſter of 
Chriſt muſt be excuſed, if, with the greateſt zeal and 
fervour of Soul, he proclaim them, as on the houſe- 
top. I would rather ſay, he is inexcuſable if he preach 
them not. Nor is he to be blamed, if he affection- 
picly warn the people againſt prevailing errors; even 
ff, in ſo doing, the charge of error and miſtake ſhould 
fall on men otherwiſe amiable and praiſe-worthy.* - 
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Fl I conclude 
ale 4a ; ; | „ 

Ma concerned, to defend, as juitifiable, every expreſſion which, in the 

WE M, de „ Wel- meant zal, good men have dropped in + way of cenſure. As to 


Ar 
Ar Wiith-1d, Anon. : | 
en Held, Anohymed; has paetnted us with his humble acknowledgment of 


having 
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Kanding g of his word: And that, both by their preachgh 


xafling accuſation againſt the Clergy. * Be it obſerved, however, that though Ke 
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EE. this attempt, 3 * glorou 0c 
trines of the Goſpel, by expreſſing = W WUY deu 
in the words of the Litanyp :: 9 
ch That it may pleaſe. God, t Ws into. the 
Fe; truth, all ſuch as have erred, and are wed . 
ST hat i it may pleaſe him, to illuminate all n 
Prieſts, and Deacons, with true knowledge and und 
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ing and brigg they, may ſet it forth, and thew, 1 6% 
cordingly.” Amen. „ 8 5 


1 
Webe fonetimes oben impfoperiy; but 5 cannot find 2 ſingle fentente io Mel 
Honſman's Sermon, that favours of e den birterneſs. He laments, me 
the change which has taken place in the general mode 1 preaching; but brings 


Whitfield acknowledged the impropriety of ſome harth expieſiions, he never A 
tracted his religious ſentiments, or altered his opinion of unawakened and& 
miniſters. . In his will, made in America a fe months before his death, bes 
this aſſurance to his friends, — & Jam more and more convinced, of. new 
dodbted reality, and infinite importance 0 of the — bg 285 which LY 
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